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Tags09.18.08 | stop pollution | recent development:

Newtown Creek being considered for the Superfund

In response to a formal request by Congressional Representatives Weiner, 
Velazquez, Solis, and Green, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
will study contamination in and around Newtown Creek, which could result 
in its being designated a Superfund site. Riverkeeper, which is working with 
local communities and elected officials to ensure a comprehensive cleanup 
of Newtown Creek, welcomes EPA’s involvement. EPA will examine existing 
information from ongoing environmental investigations on the creek, and deter-
mine if the contamination warrants additional studying and sampling under the 
Superfund law.  Go to the Newtown Creek Campaign >

Tags: Newtown, Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River

09.18.08 | stop pollution | recent development:

RvK & NYC Councilman Take Action Against NYCON
On September 4, Riverkeeper and New York City Councilman Eric Gioia (D-
Queens), Chair of the City Council Committee on Oversight and Investigations, 
announced legal action against NYCON Supply Corporation, a major concrete 
manufacturer on Newtown Creek, for violations of federal environmental laws. 
They are alleging that NYCON been illegally discharging concrete waste with-
out a permit into a tributary of the heavily polluted Newtown Creek, in violation 
of both the Clean Water Act and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA). View Case History >

Share this + 

Tags: Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River

08.08.08 | protect the watershed | press release: 

Riverkeeper Calls on Governor to Declare NYC Water-
shed Off-Limits to Natural Gas Drilling
NYCON Allegedly Dumping Concrete Illegally in Newtown Creek
NEW YORK- Today, the environmental watchdog group Riverkeeper and New 
York City Councilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens), Chair of the City Council Commit-
tee on Oversight and Investigations, announced legal action against a major 
concrete manufacturer on Newtown Creek for violations of federal environmen-
tal laws. Learn More >

Share this + 

Tags: Watershed, Riverkeeper, Water, River

09.04.08 | protect the watershed | press release: 

Riverkeeper Calls on Governor to Declare NYC Water-
shed Off-Limits to Natural Gas Drilling
At a press conference with Queens City Councilman Gennaro today, River-
keeper called on Governor Paterson to designate the New York City Watershed 
permanently “off-limits” for natural gas drilling. Learn More >

Share this + 

Tags: Watershed, Riverkeeper, Water, River
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09.18.08 | stop pollution |  recent development:

Newtown Creek being considered for the Superfund
In response to a formal request by Congressional Representatives Weiner, 
Velazquez, Solis, and Green, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
will study contamination in and around Newtown Creek, which could result 
in its being designated a Superfund site. Riverkeeper, which is working with 
local communities and elected officials to ensure a comprehensive cleanup 
of Newtown Creek, welcomes EPA’s involvement. EPA will examine existing 
information from ongoing environmental investigations on the creek, and deter-
mine if the contamination warrants additional studying and sampling under the 
Superfund law.  Go to the Newtown Creek Campaign >
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09.18.08 | stop pollution | recent development:

RvK & NYC Councilman Take Action Against NYCON
On September 4, Riverkeeper and New York City Councilman Eric Gioia (D-
Queens), Chair of the City Council Committee on Oversight and Investigations, 
announced legal action against NYCON Supply Corporation, a major concrete 
manufacturer on Newtown Creek, for violations of federal environmental laws. 
They are alleging that NYCON been illegally discharging concrete waste with-
out a permit into a tributary of the heavily polluted Newtown Creek, in violation 
of both the Clean Water Act and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA). View Case History >

Share this : 

Tags: Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River

09.04.08 | stop Pollution | Press release: 

Riverkeeper and Councilman Eric Gioia Take Aim at 
Concrete Polluters on Newtown Creek
NYCON Allegedly Dumping Concrete Illegally in Newtown Creek
NEW YORK- Today, the environmental watchdog group Riverkeeper and New 
York City Councilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens), Chair of the City Council Commit-
tee on Oversight and Investigations, announced legal action against a major 
concrete manufacturer on Newtown Creek for violations of federal environmen-
tal laws. Learn More >

Share this : 

Tags: Watershed, Riverkeeper, Water, River

07.10.08 | stop pollution | recent development:

Riverkeeper Files Notice of Intent to Sue Lehigh Ce-
ment Company
On July 10, 2008 Riverkeeper served notice of its intent to sue Lehigh Cement 
Company for ongoing violations of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) and the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). By notifying Lehigh of its 
intent to sue, Riverkeeper commenced the 60-day and 90-day waiting periods 
required before a citizen can bring suit against a polluter under the CWA and 
RCRA. Learn More >
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Cases > Pollution > Riverkeeper and Councilman Eric Gioia Take Aim at Contcrete Polluters on Newtown CreekNews & Events

News >
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    Protect the Watershed
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Past Events >
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the Press >

09.04.08 | Pollution | Press release: 

Riverkeeper and Councilman Eric Gioia 
Take Aim at Concrete Polluters on New-
town Creek

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 4, 2008
Contacts: Craig Michaels, Riverkeeper, 917.579.5582
Eric Koch, NYC Councilman Eric Gioia, 617.733.6891

NYCON Allegedly Dumping Concrete Illegally in Newtown Creek
NEW YORK- Today, the environmental watchdog group Riverkeeper and New 
York City Councilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens), Chair of the City Council Commit-
tee on Oversight and Investigations, announced legal action against a major 
concrete manufacturer on Newtown Creek for violations of federal environmen-
tal laws. They are alleging that NYCON Supply Corporation, located in Long 
Island City, Queens, has been illegally discharging concrete waste without a 
permit into a tributary of the heavily polluted Newtown Creek, in violation of 
both the Clean Water Act and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA).

Newtown Creek, the site of a massive oil spill, is one of the most polluted 
waterways in the United States. During its routine patrols of NYC waterways, 
Riverkeeper has observed NYCON dumping concrete waste into the Dutch 
Kills tributary of Newtown Creek without a required Clean Water Act permit. 
Riverkeeper also observed piles of gravel and layers of concrete covering the 
riverbed adjacent to the NYCON facility.

Today, Riverkeeper filed a Notice of Intent to Sue NYCON. In addition to the 
lack of a Clean Water Act permit, Riverkeeper also believes that the current 
discharge of NYCON’s waste constitutes an imminent and substantial endan-
germent to health and environment under RCRA. Both the Clean Water Act and 
RCRA authorize citizen groups to sue polluters, subjecting potential violators to 
up to $32,500 in penalties per day per violation.

“The pollution issues confronting Newtown Creek and other waterways sur-
rounding New York City cannot be fully addressed without enforcing envi-
ronmental laws and holding polluters accountable for their actions,” said 
Riverkeeper Investigator Craig Michaels. “We will continue to work with elected 
officials and government agencies to track down and prosecute environmental 
lawbreakers who threaten the environmental and public health of our communi-
ties.”

“For too long, Newtown Creek has been the forgotten waterway of New York 
City, and polluters have taken advantage by dumping with impunity,” said 
Councilman Eric Gioia. “We’re here today to send a strong message that that 
we will not stand for more dumping and more pollution in the creek. Polluters, 
beware: we are watching, we are vigilant, and we will go after you.”
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Upcoming Events

10.04.08 | department of parks and recreation

     Earth Day Celebration in Central Park
Bring a picnic lunch and join New York City environmental and youth orga-
nizations for the Central Park Conservancy’s annual Earth Day Celebration 
in Central Park.  This free event will offer fun and educational activities for all 
ages: live theatrical and musical performances, demonstrations, arts and crafts, 
games, and special tours.  More about the event >

Share this : 
Tags: Earth Day, Riverkeeper, New York City

10.12.08 | riverkeeper

     New York Water Fest
See the city in a whole different way…by way of the mighty Hudson! Join River-
keeper for the New York Water Fest to raise awareness about the importance of 
the Hudson River to New York’s history, commerce, arts and culture as well as 
the sources of, and threats to, New York City’s drinking water supply.
More about the event >

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, NY Tap Water, Watershed

10.15.08 | queens museum of art

    A Watershed Moment: Celebrating NY City Water 
    Supply Model
A Watershed Moment: Celebrating NY City Water Supply Model’ celebrates 
the immense and intricate inner-workings of the New York City. 
More about the event >

Share this : 
Tags: Watershed, Water, Riverkeeper, New York City

10.18.08 | manhattan Island foundation

    NYC Swim 2008
Bring a picnic lunch and join New York City environmental and youth orga-
nizations for the Central Park Conservancy’s annual Earth Day Celebration 
in Central Park.  This free event will offer fun and educational activities for all 
ages: live theatrical and musical performances, demonstrations, arts and crafts, 
games, and special tours.  More about the event >

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River

10.24.08 | riverkeeper

     The Water of Life at Omega Institute
Omega Institute is dedicated to finding lasting solutions to this urgent problem. 
This conference, featuring some of the leading environmental speakers and 
organizations in North America, explores the worldwide crisis of freshwater 
scarcity and what we can all do to restore and protect this precious resource. 
It is open to all who are concerned about our freshwater resources, and is 
especially of interest to policymakers, environmental activists, corporate execu-
tives, elected officials, students, and teachers. More about the event > 

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, New York City

10.24.08 | riverkeeper

     40 Years & Counting: Relicensing the First 
     Generation of Nuclear Power Plants
Please join us for a one-day colloquium on the legal and environmental issues 
associated with relicensing nuclear power plants. With their original 40-year 
operating licenses nearing expiration, and relicensing applications pending with 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, many of America’s oldest nuclear power 
plants have encountered significant legal and environmental opposition. 
More about the event > 

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, New York City

10.24.08 | department of parks and recreation

    Bicoastal Waterfront Cruise
Bring a picnic lunch and join New York City environmental and youth orga-
nizations for the Central Park Conservancy’s annual Earth Day Celebration 
in Central Park.  This free event will offer fun and educational activities for all 
ages: live theatrical and musical performances, demonstrations, arts and crafts, 
games, and special tours.  More about the event > 

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, New York City
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10.12.08 | riverkeeper

     New York Water Fest
See the city in a whole different way…by way of the mighty Hudson! Join River-
keeper for the New York Water Fest to raise awareness about the importance of 
the Hudson River to New York’s history, commerce, arts and culture as well as 
the sources of, and threats to, New York City’s drinking water supply.
More about the event >

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, NY Tap Water, Watershed

10.24.08 | riverkeeper

     The Water of Life at Omega Institute
Omega Institute is dedicated to finding lasting solutions to this urgent problem. 
This conference, featuring some of the leading environmental speakers and 
organizations in North America, explores the worldwide crisis of freshwater 
scarcity and what we can all do to restore and protect this precious resource. 
It is open to all who are concerned about our freshwater resources, and is 
especially of interest to policymakers, environmental activists, corporate execu-
tives, elected officials, students, and teachers. More about the event > 

Share this : 
Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, New York City

10.24.08 | riverkeeper

     40 Years & Counting: Relicensing the First 
     Generation of Nuclear Power Plants
Please join us for a one-day colloquium on the legal and environmental issues 
associated with relicensing nuclear power plants. With their original 40-year 
operating licenses nearing expiration, and relicensing applications pending with 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, many of America’s oldest nuclear power 
plants have encountered significant legal and environmental opposition. 
More about the event > 
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10.12.08 | riverkeeper event:

    New York Water Fest

WHEN: Sunday October 12th, 2008
WHERE: Contacts: North Cove Marina, NYC
EVENT WEBSITE:  www.nywaterfest.org

See the city in a whole different way by way of the mighty Hudson! Join River-
keeper for the New York Water Fest to raise awareness about the importance of 
the Hudson River to New York’s history, commerce, arts and culture as well as 
the sources of, and threats to, New York City’s drinking water supply. Water Fest 
will feature.

Water City: 
Featuring live music, great food, wellness and relaxation tents and New York’s 
leading clean water advocates ready to answer your water questions and chal-
lenge you to Take Back the Tap. At North Cove Marina, overlooking the Hudson 
River, open 12 - 5pm.

Paddle Rally:
A full day of on-water activities that allow first-time, beginner and advanced 
paddlers to safely experience the dynamic water of the lower Hudson River in NY 
Harbor with friends and other paddlers.

Big Apple Splash:
Raft down the Hudson River with friends, family and a certified professional guide 
as part of this 5-mile raft flotilla from Pier 96 to Water City at North Cove Marina. 
Each raft can hold 10-12 paddlers. No experience required.

Kayak Poker Run:
Play to win as part of this paddle rally that travels to five different locations on 
the Hudson River playing Five Card Draw. Paddle at your own pace and arrive at 
Water City, North Cove Marina, to pick up your final card by 3:00pm. Cash prizes 
will be awarded to the paddlers with the highest and lowest poker hands. From 
10am to 3pm. Paddling experience required.

Floating Meditation:
Allow your spirit to soar while floating in a kayak on nature’s moving energy 
- water. Join the creator of Floating Meditation in this two-hour program that 
combines world-class paddling instruction and a guided meditation. At Pier 40, 
8am - 10am for experienced paddlers and 11am - 1pm. For beginning paddlers.

Walk Up Kayaking:
Enjoy a free 20-minute sit-on-top kayaking program, provided by the Downtown 
Boathouse from 9am - 6pm at their Pier 40 or Pier 96 locations. No experience 
required.

Skill Demonstrations:
View and learn about the sport of kayaking. Rolling, edging, bracing, equipment 
overview and a flatwater/whitewater playboat session will be demonstrated 
throughout the day at North Cove Marina.

Beginner Kayak Lesson:
For the beginner and novice seeking a quick introduction to the foundations 
of safe and efficient sea paddling. Introduction to the marine environment, sea 
kayak safety and design, equipment and paddling basics. At Pier 40, 9:30am 
-12:30pm.

Take the NYC Tap Water Challenge:
An activity that challenges you to taste test NYC’s drinking water versus all the 
rest. Food & Vendors: Open to public.
 

Information & Registration:
www.waterfest.org

take Your company at waterfest:
Contact: Teresa Walsh
Email: twalsh@riverkeeper.org
Call: (914) 478-4501, EXT. 243

Volunteer at this event:
Contact: Heartie Look
Email: hlook@riverkeeper.org

Tags: Riverkeeper, Water, River, NY Tap Water, Watershed
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Past Events

10.14.07 | riverkeeper

New York Water Fest

View photos from this event on flickr >
Our annual fall event, the New York Water Fest, was a success this past year, 
and we would like to thank everyone who attended and our sponsors for mak-

ing this an eventful day.

10.24.07 | riverkeeper

The Water of Life at Omega Institute
Omega Institute is dedicated to finding lasting solutions to this urgent problem. 
This conference, featuring some of the leading environmental speakers and 
organizations in North America, explores the worldwide crisis of freshwater 
scarcity and what we can all do to restore and protect this precious resource. 
It is open to all who are concerned about our freshwater resources, and is 
especially of interest to policymakers, environmental activists, corporate execu-
tives, elected officials, students, and teachers. 

10.24.07 | riverkeeper

Shad Fest

View photos from this event on flickr >
Please join us for a one-day colloquium on the legal and environmental issues 
associated with relicensing nuclear power plants. With their original 40-year 
operating licenses nearing expiration, and relicensing applications pending with 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, many of America’s oldest nuclear power 
plants have encountered significant legal and environmental opposition. 

News & Events > Past Events
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3,450
people attended

$24,500 
raised

768 
new members attended

Participate in the next 
Water for Life October 11, 
2009  Register Now >

this year:

2,750 
people attended

$35,500
 raised

123
 new members attended

Participate in the next 
Water for Life October 15, 
2009  Register Now >

This year:

2,320 
people attended

$19,500 
raised

548 
new members attended

Participate in the next 
Shad Fest May 15, 2009
Register Now >

this year:
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Riverkeeper in the Press
News & Events > Riverkeeper in the Press

Tags

07.24.08 | www.nytimes.com 

Reading the River and Its Contents, With an Eye on Its 
Health
How is the water? It’s a question Capt. John Lipscomb is asked all the time 
as he patrols the Hudson estuary for Riverkeeper, an environmental group that 
works to improve water quality. The answer, according to a report analyzing 
river swimmability that the group plans to release Thursday morning, is vari-
able. When the water is good it is surprisingly good, but when it is bad, it’s not 
safe to splash on skin. And the quality varies day by day, block by block. Go to 
the full article >

Share this : 

Tags: Watershed, Riverkeeper, Water, River 

08.13.08 | www.hvpress.net

Riverkeeper calls on Gov. Paterson
Tarrytown - At a press conference with Queens City Councilman Gennaro 
today, Riverkeeper called on Governor Paterson to designate the New York 
City Watershed permanently “off-limits” for natural gas drilling. “Riverkeeper 
agrees with the state’s decision to update its outdated environmental review 
for gas drilling in New York’s portion of the vast Marcellus Shale formation. The 
state must take the logical next step and enact a ban on gas drilling in the NYC 
Watershed,” said Phillip Musegaas, Riverkeeper Policy Director. Go to the full 
article >

Share this : 

Tags: Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River 

07.24.08 | www.nytimes.com 

Cuomo to Sue Exxon Over Pollution in Brooklyn
ALBANY, Jan. 8 — Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo moved today to sue 
ExxonMobil and four other companies over millions of gallons of oil lying under 
the Greenpoint neighborhood in Brooklyn and to repair environmental damage 
inflicted on the nearby Newtown Creek. Go to the full article >

Share this : 

Tags: Newtown, Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River

Pollution Newtown 
Riverkeeper water river 
watershed Indian Point 
advocacy litigation wildlife 
New York Tarrytown 
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Riverkeeper in the press

Recent

Archived

06.23.06 | www.nytimes.com  

Spitzer’s Office Takes On Oil Cleanup Case >

11.01.05 | www.nytimes.com  

An Old Oil Spill Divides a Brooklyn Neighborhood >

06.03.05 | www.nytimes.com  

COUNTY LINES; Remember That Big Target on the Hudson? >

01.12.05 | www.nytimes.com  

Queens Concrete Supplier Is Charged in Pollution of Creek >

09.08.04 | www.nytimes.com  

Group Predicts Catastrophe If Indian Point Is Attacked >

07.11.04 | www.nytimes.com  

ENVIRONMENT; For Polluter, Punishment Exceeding The Fines >

07.14.02 | www.nytimes.com  

Squaring Off Over Energy >

11.04.00 | www.nytimes.com  

City Concedes Leak in Aqueduct But Likens It to Open Hydrants  >

06.28.00 | www.nytimes.com  

Group Says City Fails to Keep Its Part of a Clean-Water Pact >

06.23.00 | www.nytimes.com  

Spitzer’s Office Takes On Oil Cleanup Case >
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07.24.08 | www.nytimes.com 

Reading the River and Its Contents, With an Eye on Its 
Health
Share this : 

Tags: Watershed, Riverkeeper, Water, River 

08.13.08 | www.hvpress.net

Riverkeeper calls on Gov. Paterson
Share this : 

Tags: Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River 

07.24.08 | www.nytimes.com 

Cuomo to Sue Exxon Over Pollution in Brooklyn
Share this : 

Tags: Newtown, Pollution, Riverkeeper, Water, River

07.24.06 | www.nytimes.com | By Tina Kelley

Reading the River and Its Contents, With an Eye on Its 
Health
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